NEW WINE AND AN OLD BOTTLE
was in copying pictures or text for facsimiles in publications; he
worked in this way not only for the Museum but for T. F. Dibdin
and many others. But he also worked for libraries, including the
Museum, for collectors and for booksellers in supplying facsimiles of
leaves missing from imperfect volumes. Cowtan (pp. 333-38) tells
how he could sometimes not at once recognize his own work, and
how, a doubt having arisen as to a leaf, Winter Jones and Watts had
to call him in to identify it as his, and Jones then ordered that in
future each facsimile leaf must be signed. Some account of Harris was
published by the late William Roberts in The Times Literary Supple-
ment of 23rd January, 1919.
The Department of Printed Books must have been a much busier
as well as more populous place than it had been only a few years
earlier.
In 1826 the Department acquired a more distinguished regular
Assistant than any since Ellis left it in 1812. This was the Rev.
Henry Francis Gary (mentioned above), already a man of fifty-three.,
with an established reputation due to the praise bestowed on him by
Coleridge. Gary was an excellent Italian scholar, whose translation of
the Dlvina Commedta still takes a high place, as well as being a most
attractive man, who was the friend of many men of letters, and
notably of Lamb. His resignation in 1837 will be recorded later.
The Department's other recruits, and indeed any that the Museum
has ever had, were surpassed in power and importance by Antonio
Panizzi, the greatest librarian who has yet appeared. Following
chapters will deal at such length as is here possible with his character
and career. After his escape from Modena, where he was under
sentence of death, and short periods of teaching in London (where, as
we shall see, he was introduced to the Reading Room by Gary) and at
Liverpool, he was recommended by Roscoe to Brougham and was
appointed an Extra Assistant in the Printed Books in 1831, being
there set down at first to catalogue the French Revolution Tracts
acquired fourteen years before.
The Department of Manuscripts in the same period had less stir
and enlargement. When Ellis became Principal Librarian in 1827 he
was followed by the Rev. Josiah Forshall, a man whose career in the
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